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Term  1 Week 8 Week 9

Monday Ross Teatao

Tuesday Silva 
Villacorta Tofa

Wednesday Stephens Tofilau

Thursday Stroud
Torres 
Raigoza

Friday Tautuku Tuiavii

Prayer
Over the next two weeks we will be 
praying for these families. 

Reverse the sap!

Shaun Hurlow 
principal@hamsda.school.nz 

It is incredible how quickly life as we know it can 
change. On Wednesday, I went to the supermarket 
and I could buy just about anything I needed.  Last 
night, there was no bread, no pasta, no tinned food, 
no soap, no tissues, no sanitiser, and no weet-bix. 
Thankfully, NZ seems to be more savvy when it 
comes to stockpiling, because there was still plenty 
of toilet paper.  

This is unfamiliar territory; when fear can make us 
do strange things and drive us to take desperate 
measures. The constant bombardment of messages 
with looming news is exhausting to absorb, and 
there is no way to escape it.  

However, this is not a time to try to escape it.  
COVID-19 is a reality, and we have the opportunity 
to lead our families and friends through it. It is a 
time to grow big faith. 

During the winter, the sap in a tree reverses flow 
from the branches to the roots. Fruit and leaves 
disappear but the roots grow. The tree looks dead, 
when actually, its never been healthier. You 
recognise that this is a season to build big faith and 
to reverse the sap of the tree to do some much 
needed root building.   

We don’t know what tomorrow will look like, but we 
do know that we can face it, “Because he lives.  All 
fear is gone.  He holds the future.”   

Look out for one another. Check-in on those at risk 
or self-isolating. Go and reverse the sap. 
Develop deep roots! 



 

Swimming, Year 7/8 Leadership Day, and Mega ChapelLearning outside the Class…

Swimming 

Last week, our whole school participated in the 
Learning to Swim programme at Waterworld. It 
was encouraging to see the students water 
confidence grow in a week.   

The students also participated in a water safety 
programme that introduces them to fundamental  
safety skills such as treading water, sculling, & 
individual and group survival skills that are 
integral to keeping our students safe in and around 
water. 

Leadership Day 

On Thursday last week, our Year 7/8 students 
participated in the Team Energize Leadership day.  
It was an enjoyable experience where students got 
to work together, participating in a range of 
activities based on the Paralympic Games.   

Representing the country Belgium, the students 
competed in seated volleyball, handball, archery 
slingshot, blind soccer, and an obstacle course.    



    

 

Friday, 20th March Term 1 | Week 7

Please ensure that all food coming to school is nut free!  
What is a delicacy to some can be deadly to others.
Thanks for your understanding!

Maori Community Hui 
When:     Wednesday, 25th March 
Where:    Hamilton SDA School 
Time:       6pm - 7pm

We would like to invite our Maori Community to join 
us for a Hui as we kōrero together to see how best we 

can work with you to support the aspirations you 
have for your tamariki. Due to extra vigilance with 

the Covid-19 situation, there won’t be any kai served.  

Praying with Families 
Every morning, we pray for a school family during 
staff worship. If your family are scheduled for prayer, 
please join us for staff worship at 8.05am, if you 
are able to, so that we can pray with you.  

Families needing to self-isolate 
With  known  local  cases  of  Covid-19  and  the  number  of 
people in self-isolation, it is likely that members of our school 
community will need to self-isolate at some point.  

Our  staff  team  have  been  exploring  learning  options  for 
families  who  are  in  self-isolation,  or  in  the  extreme  case 
where schools may need to be closed for a period of time.  

If your family is needing to self-isolate, please let your child’s 
teacher know via Seesaw and we will ensure that you are well 
equipped to support learning at home!   

Girls Volleyball Team Rank #1 
Yesterday, our girls volleyball team, the HamSDA 
Diggers, achieved their goal of having the top ranking 
in the Hamilton Kiwi Volley Competition.   

Last year, the girls consistently held the #2 spot, 
despite many close fought battles against the HCS Y8 
boys team. This year, the girls had their eyes set on 
the #1 spot.  Last night, they overcame a spirited 
HCS team to win 49-43.  Well done girls!   
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Te Kupu o te Wiki 

Horoi o 
Ringaringa

Remember to 
wash your hands

Word of the Week 

Displaying our Values

Important Dates
Term 1 - Week 8-9

25th March Hui with Maori Community @ 6pm

30th March BOT Meeting @ 7pm

31st March Y5/6 Leadership Day

Coming up in Term 1

9th April Term 1 Ends - Last Day 

10-13th April Easter

29th April ANAC Day

28th April Term 2 Begins

Hamilton 
Seventh-day  Adventist  School

Are you connected to 
your class on Seesaw?  

RESPECT. RESPONSIBILITY. RESILIENCE
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